Sri Lanka Travel Guide — The Pearl of the Indian Ocean

Compact yet astonishingly diverse, Sri Lanka delivers golden coasts, ancient ruins, tea-
carpeted hills, and wildlife-rich safaris—all within a few hours’ drive of each other.

@ Best Time to Visit
* West/South Coasts & Hill Country: Best from December-March (drier, cooler in the hills).

¢ East Coast & Cultural Triangle: Best from April-September (sunny seas and fewer
showers).

Must-Visit Destinations

Colombo - Vibrant Gateway
- Colonial heritage, galleries, and a rising culinary scene along the Galle Face promenade.

Sigiriya & Dambulla — Ancient Wonders
- Climb Sigiriya Rock Fortress; explore Dambulla Cave Temple’s Buddha-filled chambers.

Kandy - Cultural Capital
- Temple of the Tooth, lakeside walks, and Kandyan dance traditions.

Nuwara Eliya & Ella — Tea Country
- Scenic train rides, tea estates, waterfalls, and cool-climate hikes.

Galle & the South - Forts & Beaches
- Galle Fort’s cobblestone charm; beach escapes in Unawatuna, Mirissa, and Tangalle.

Yala & Udawalawe — Wildlife Safaris
- Spot leopards, elephants, and rich birdlife in national parks.

Trincomalee & Arugam Bay — The East
- Calm coves, snorkeling, and world-class surf breaks (seasonal).

&> Travel Tips
e Currency: Sri Lankan Rupee (LKR).

* Transport: Scenic trains, private drivers, and tuk-tuks for short hops.
« Etiquette: Shoulders/knees covered at temples; remove shoes and hats.

¢ Health: Carry mosquito repellent; stay hydrated in coastal heat.

;? Suggested Itineraries

¢ Classic Loop (8-10 Days): Colombo — Sigiriya/Dambulla — Kandy — Nuwara Eliya/Ella —»
Galle.



» Wildlife & Waves (8-10 Days): Colombo — Yala — Tangalle/Mirissa — Arugam Bay
(seasonal).

 East Coast Focus (7-9 Days): Colombo — Trincomalee — Pasikuda — Sigiriya.

@ Final Word

From tea-scented hills to turtle-filled bays, Sri Lanka’s warmth is matched only by its
hospitality. It's a small island with a big heart—and even bigger adventures.

%<& Ready to plan your journey? Let Viattra guide you there.



